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Attendance Cards

In 1963, the chapter decided to get very fancy with the way we tracked a member’s dues payments,
attendance record, committees served on, etc. by purchasing these really nice leather, hard-bound
index card holder books. These things are a quality item. They were made by the Victor company out of
New York, and when you pick one of these up, you immediately notice how solid it is. It smells like
you’re walking through the stacks of an old library.

Inside, are index card holders that are tabbed and flip up. Every member had a card which listed your
contact information, your birthdate, the year you joined ASHRAE and your member grade, all type
written. Each horizontal line on the card represented one year and listed whether you paid your society
dues, your chapter dues and what positions you served in that year. Also, there was a place to mark
each time you attended a monthly chapter meeting. The months listed on the card started in July and
went to June, to match the ASHRAE Society year. Due to the number of members in the chapter that
year, they used three of these books to hold all the index cards.

In looking at the records, the cards were used from 1963 to 1969, and then the records stop for some
reason. We know they continued to track all of this, but it just wasn’t in these book anymore.
Apparently, they decided to go to a different method of tracking this information in the 1970’s. Maybe
they lost the books for a time and then found them again? There’s nothing that | can see in the records
to indicate why they stopped using these books, however, in the 1969-70 year’s file, there is a computer
printout (yes a computer printout) of the chapter’s member list that appears to have been produced by
Society from a database. So, it’s possible that they believed that their records were going to be kept
electrically from that point on? Who knows.
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